Department of English
Everett Community College

Comprehensive Program Learning Objectives

The faculty of the Department of English works to provide EvCC students with the skills to use language effectively so that they may achieve their potential as individuals and live as critically-informed citizens of the world. We teach students to read closely, to think critically, and to write persuasively, while encouraging literary appreciation and broadening the range of ideas our students experience in action and reflection. As a faculty, we are also strongly committed to pursuing our own scholarship and creative writing, so that our courses are designed and taught with a practical understanding of the uses of literature.
Program Goals and Outcomes
The English Department supports three programs: Composition, Literature & Humanities, and Written Arts. The Composition Program includes both College and Pre-College level courses. In carrying out the mission stated above, courses from these three programs address several Core Campus Learning Objectives, especially:

1.  Engage and Take Responsibility as Active Learners
2.  Think Critically
3.  Communicate Effectively
5.  Utilize Information Literacy Skills

 In addition, we also pursue the following Program Specific Learning Objectives:

I. Composition Program: General Goals
In composition courses, students—

• Practice writing well developed expository, persuasive, and critical essays.
• Design and learn to edit documents to meet grammatical clarity.
• Understand the rhetorical strategies writers use to achieve their purposes.
• Conduct research by finding and using sources in the library, on the internet, or in the field.
• Attribute quotations and document sources correctly and ethically in essays based on research.

Composition Program: Developmental Goals
In pre-college composition courses, students, whether beginning, developmental, or underprepared, become competent, functional, confident writers. To do so, they—
1. Demonstrate an understanding of the relevance of language and composition in different contexts.
2. Engage constructively in the challenges of writing and reading.
3. Demonstrate an understanding of the basic conventions of language and composition.

Composition: Program-Specific Learning Objectives
To ensure that our composition program meets these goals, our faculty members pursue the following learning objectives, each expressing what our graduates should know and be able to do. 
1. Develop appropriate content to support claims in expository, persuasive, and critical writing.
2. Arrange content in appropriate patterns—spatial, chronological, relational, logical—to develop ideas persuasively.
3. Edit to meet reader expectations for clarity and grammatical correctness.
4. Analyze and evaluate the choices writers make to achieve rhetorical and aesthetic purposes.
5. Locate appropriate primary and secondary sources efficiently in conducting literary research.
6. Quote primary and secondary sources correctly and document research correctly and ethically.
7. Understand the use and role of technology in the writing process.
Composition Program: Curricular and Pedagogical Strategies
To achieve these learning objectives, faculty members use the following strategies:

· Employ a writing-centered pedagogy, focusing on peer response and revision.

· Operate a Writing Center, where a faculty director, a variety of English faculty, and trained student peer tutors assist EvCC students in their development as writers.

· Provide periodic feedback in assessing student writing at various stages of the writing process.

· Recognize and accommodate a variety of learning styles, giving particular attention to the needs of developmental or underprepared students, where appropriate.

· Support the campus strategic plan and core learning objectives in the design, delivery, and assessment of our courses.

· Promote diversity and academic freedom through individual instructor selection of texts and other course materials.

· Ensure continuity of experience for students across the composition sequence, with the understanding that, though composition courses may be taught through a wide range of means and materials, these are primarily method courses. Minimum course total pages (assuming 250 words/page) for principle assignments in English 98: 10 (2500 words); English 101: 15 (3750 words), English 102/103/105: 20 (5000 words).
· Adopt a grammar or rhetorical handbook or other tangible or definite body of reference materials (such as an online compendium) for student consultation and use.

· Promote writing across the curriculum, through learning communities, a writing certificate of endorsement, and other collaborative means.
· Promote collaboration and innovation among our faculty.
II. Literature & Humanities: General Goals

In literature and humanities courses, students—

• Use interpretive, non-quantitative methodologies to investigate and express the human condition and ask questions about meaning, value, and significance.
• Pursue investigation across boundaries, engaging interdisciplinary study and collaboration, striving to connect disparate fields and to integrate knowledge around the experience of being human.
• Read primary texts which are the vehicle of cultural memory, discovering how literature preserves, transmits, and critiques the experiences of humanity.
• Gain a deeper understanding of themselves and their place in the world.

Literature & Humanities: Program Specific Learning Objectives
To ensure that our Literature and Humanities program meets these goals, our faculty members pursue the following learning objectives, each expressing what our graduates should know and be able to do. 

1. Ask questions about the meaning and value of human life and experience.
2. Analyze how culture, history, and memories are passed on from generation to generation.

3. Understand how diverse cultures and people see the world and our place in it, and express themselves.
4. Develop multiple perspectives and approaches to a subject through reading and analysis.

5. Develop and utilize criteria for understanding excellence of achievement in this subject area 

6. Demonstrate understanding of the role creativity plays in human experience.
III.  Written Arts: General Goals
In Written Arts courses, students—

• Gain practical experience in the principle forms and genres of creative writing
• Demonstrate knowledge of the artistic ends of and audiences for the principle forms and genres of creative writing
• Understand the role of revision in the creative process
• Explore the role of publication in creative expression
• Read primary texts which are the vehicle of cultural memory, discovering how literature creates, preserves, transmits, and critiques the experiences of humanity.
• Gain a deeper understanding of themselves and their place in the world.
Written Arts: Program Specific Learning Objectives
1. Creative Skill-building: Students will be able to describe and discuss how  the “creative” in creative writing grows out of specific, demonstrable skills and techniques, both traditional and innovative, and not just open-ended, ad hoc, piecemeal attempts at "writing one's feelings."

2. Community/Historical/Interdisciplinary awareness: Students will gain an understanding of the history, tradition, and current practices of the writing disciplines, and how they relate to the other arts, both through research and through active participation in local, current literary events.
3. Professional Development (AFA): Students will gain practical experience in design and production of literary events and magazines, and familiarity with the editorial process.
