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Honors Symposium 
 
“Thinking is a form of feeling, and feeling is a form of thinking.” 
    —Susan Sontag 
 
“Evil, especially politically evil, is always a bad stylist.” 
     —Joseph Brodsky 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
The Honors Symposium offers focused exploration of a topic selected annually by the 
Honors Council. This year, the topic is “Bridging the Two Cultures:  Humanities & 
STEM” (Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math).  Presentations by guest faculty 
from a variety of disciplines will alternate with your related projects and round-table 
discussions.  The guest faculty events will be open to the campus community in order to 
stimulate wider dialogue. This course will emphasize critical thinking, written and oral 
skills, and intellectual collaboration. This course is one of two “gateway” courses 
required:  The Integration of Knowledge) on the topic of happiness, a 3-credit course that 
meets from 12:20-1:20 on Mondays and Wednesdays. You may take both of these 
courses simultaneously.  The prerequisite for both courses is completion of English 101 
with a B or better. You’ll find more information about our Honors program later in this 
syllabus and at www.everettcc.edu/honors  
 
In the next ten weeks, we will have a conversation about the humanities and the 
applications of science—what our institutional leaders call STEM (science, technology, 
engineering, and mathematics). It is an old debate, but one that takes on great urgency in a 
world of climate change, neoliberal corporate rule, and increasing economic inequality. 
 
Traditionally the humanities have been associated with the language arts, but they include 
such practices as poetry, music, philosophy, history, religion, and the performing arts. The 
humanities are values-driven mediums; they help us reflect on our humanity and our 
history—which has often been bloody and chaotic. And also, traditionally, the humanities 
are under siege. In recent memory, poets, theologians, novelists have been imprisoned and 
shot by the political regimes who did not like what they were thinking and writing, but in 
our own country, they are dying a slow death of another kind. We call this the death of 
indifference. Often this indifference becomes aggressive when state legislatures cut 
budgets and universities disband important academic departments like classics or 
anthropology. I am not drawing a moral equivalence here between the two forms of 
oppression. And yet there is a pattern to be discerned. Why should any of this matter? That 
is one of the questions we will be taking up in this course.  

http://www.everettcc.edu/honors


 
 
REQUIRED TEXTS & MATERIALS 
 
You will be assigned articles from journals, books, and websites that you can access for 
free on CANVAS. The writing text this quarter is the Purdue Online Writing Lab: 
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/ 
 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS 
 
1. ATTENDANCE & PREPARATION  
Your presence and active participation are an integral part of this course. Please come 
prepared and on time each day, having carefully read your assignment. I 
encourage slow, thoughtful reading, accompanied by your active engagement with the 
text via notes and underlining. If you do not understand your reading, you should slow 
down and read it again. If you have repeated difficulties with the reading, please come 
and see me! Perhaps I can make some suggestions that will help.  Your questions and 
observations will enrich this class.  We need each other’s questions, perspectives, and 
mutual help to fully understand the ideas and concepts that will be presented, so please 
don’t be shy!      
 
2. ESSAYS & ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSIONS 
At weekly “Roundtable Discussions,” we will discuss issues raised by the lectures, and 
selected students will present brief response essays based on a preceding guest faculty 
lecture.  Each of you will write an essay this once during the quarter. Presenters will 
receive a grade for their essays and another grade for their performance during their oral 
presentation of the essay and the ensuing discussion.   
 
3. Participation: You will be rewarded for your level of engagement in class. This doesn’t 
just mean talking in discussion; it also includes attending the lectures and discussions, 
asking meaningful questions, listening, and responding thoughtfully to the contributions 
of others.  It also means being present, awake, alert, and engaged 
on a regular basis. Consult the participation guidelines you’ll receive in class.   
 
4. FINAL PRESENTATION  
Working collaboratively with a partner, you will create and present a focused oral 
presentation using PowerPoint slides. 
 
Grading 
 
Participation: 20% 
Weekly Reading Quiz: 20% 
Oral Performance at Roundtable Discussions: 20% 
Essay Presented at Roundtable Discussions: 20% 
Final Presentation:20% 
 



Course Schedule: 
Homework is always due in class ON the day it is listed 
 
Tuesday, March 31 Welcome and Course 

Introduction 
Week 1 

Thursday, April 2 Read first half of C.P. 
Snow’s essay “The Two 
Cultures (1959), pp. 1-
29 (posted in Canvas) 

Week 1 

Tuesday, April 7 Go to Canvas and read 
background 
assignment for today’s 
presentation in GWH 
276, Cynthia Clarke’s 
“Fire, Biology, 
Environment, Culture 

Week 2 

Thursday, April 9 Read second half of C.P. 
Snow’s essay, “The 
Two Cultures,”(1959), 
pp. 30-58. Roundtable 
discussion for 
Tuesday’s lecture and 
assigned reading 

Week 2 

Tuesday, April 14 Go to Canvas and read 
back ground 
assignment for today’s 
lecture, Dr. Fayla 
Schwartz’s “Genetics 
and Biology” in WHI 
105 

Week 3 

Thursday, April 16 Roundtable discussion 
for Tuesday’s lecture 
and assigned reading 

Week 3 

Tuesday, April 21 Read background 
assignment for Dr. 
Charles Fischer’s 
Frankenstein and the 
Dark Side of STEM 

Week 4 

Thursday, April 23 Roundtable discussion 
for Tuesday’s lecture 
and assigned reading 

Week 4 

 
Tuesday, April 28 Read background 

material for Tom Lee’s 
and Mike Story’s 
presentation in WHI 
287 

Week 5 



Thursday, April 30 Roundtable discussion 
for Tuesday’s lecture 
and assigned reading 

Week 5 

Tuesday, May 5 Read background 
material for Mike 
VanQuickenborne’s 
presentation, “Science 
is Not Our Friend” JAC 
106 

Week 6 

Thursday, May 7 Roundtable discussion 
for Tuesday’s lecture 
and assigned reading 

Week 6 

Tuesday, May 12 Read background 
material for Dr. 
Andrew Vanture’s 
“Mars, SciFi, and 
Science” WHI 105 

Week 7 

Thursday, May 14 Roundtable discussion 
for Tuesday’s lecture 
and assigned reading 

Week 7 

Tuesday, May 19 Read background 
material for Alyson 
Indrunas’ “Book nerd 
meets Tech Geek” JAC 
106 

Week 8 

Thursday, May 21 Roundtable discussion 
for Tuesday’s lecture 
and assigned reading 

Week 8 

May 26 Read background 
material for Dr. Steven 
Horn’s “In Defense of 
the Grid: The Sequel” 
JAC 106 

Week 9 

May 28 Roundtable discussion 
for Tuesday’s lecture 
and assigned reading 

Week 9 

June 2 Meet in regular 
classroom to begin our 
wrap-up 

Week 10 

June 4 Course Evaluations 
and Prep for Final 
Presentations 

Week 10 

June 9 Final Presentations Week 11/Finals 
   
 
 
 
 



 
 


